Paolo Veronese, The Wedding at Cana

__ In today's  Gospel Jesus
“changes the water into wine and
the symbolism in this first miracle speaks of an old religion
bogged down with oppressive rules and laws liberated by a
new faith governed by love, compassion, joy, generosity, and
abundance.

Yes, being a Christian is a very serious

business, and as Christians we are asked We welcon
to address life and death issues, but that you to our wors
doesn’'t mean we should trudge around We hope G

with long pious faces. Jesus frequently
likens the Kingdom of God to a feast,
so smile.... the changing of water to
wine is a sign of better things to
come.

Holy Spirit will touch
heart and that you
be strengthened by
and Sacrams



Lunch Group Reminder

The next Lunch Group will take place this Thursday
21th January
Speak to Ivo or Anne Morshead for more details




Christmas Day lunch party Report

Our cross-parish Christmas Day lunch party and the general giving of presents
to our elderly neighbours was a wonderful success again this year thanks to
the whole hearted energetic support of our many volunteers and the
generosity of those who gave presents. Clearly much care was shown in the
buying of presents which arrived in beautiful wrapping paper, many with
enormous bows and home made cards. Many gave more than one present for
the recipient. The social workers were moved by the spontaneous generosity
and have extended many times over their thanks and also thanks on behalf of
their 'service users'.

In total we gave about 80 presents.

It was very jolly and a great pleasure to watch our Christmas Day party guests
receiving their gifts. Smiles ear to ear. It is honestly humbling to see grateful
and thrilled they were by a pair of gloves. 'Oh this really is too much. How
kind of you. Oh Doris look at what | got. Bless you. Thank you." That was the
typical response.

We had 48 guests ferried to and from the party by a fleet of 20 volunteer
drivers and welcomed by at least 20 more volunteers who sang carols,
served mulled wine and food, waited table and sat with the guests creating the
festive and bustling atmosphere. A few key volunteers turned up having heard
of our lunch from social workers and one from Westminster Council'! The
Royal Garden Hotel was the star performer by providing the centrepiece of the
afternoon - asumptuous turkey feast, hugely generous in its porthions,
presented beautifully fit for a queen. The clarion call to parishionners for
puddings produced gorgeous, homemade huge trifles and chocolate mousses
in abundance. During pudding, the room was silent with pleasure except for
scraping of plates and requests for seconds.

At 3pm we turned on the Queens speech and you could have heard a pin
drop. With the national anthem finale, all who could struggled to their feet with
Tim Pugh in his usual salute. As Nigel Grieve who volunteered on the day
said, it was moving to see the combination of patriotism and the determination
to keep dignity expressed by the universal move to stand, however painful or
slow. And then the volunteer drivers returned, braving the freezing cold to take
their precious cargo home and have a final chat. Jose Berrio, who drives for
the Council throughout the year, is exceptional. He comes in from the
country, takes out his bus on Christmas Day as a volunteer and drives all the
wheelchair people. On the homeward journey he fills the bus with the least
able bodied allowing some volunteers some respite to take just one guest
home.

Congratulations and thank youto all for making it such a memorable
Christmas Giving! Photos will be up on display and | will endeavour to collect
and circulate feedback in due course. If you would like to volunteer next year,
please email luce@briance.co.uk. Happy New Year! Lucille Briance




Your Vicar: Fr Michael Fuller 020 7727 9486, fax: 020 7681 2766
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Associate Priest. Fr Robert Thompson 07792 564869
Email: Frrobert@ stgeorgescampdenbhill.co.uk
Parish Administrator : Piotr Blak 020 7221 6546 stgeorgew8@hbtconnect.com

St George’s Church, Aubrey Walk, Campden Hill,
Kensington, London W8 7JG www.stgeorgescampdenhill.com
Church Wardens : Angela Lascelles 020 7229 5504

Christopher Buckmaster 020 7229 7508
Organist : Andrew Wells 07885 133817

Services:
Sundays:
8:00 Holy Communion (Prayer Book); 10:00 Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
Weekdays (Tuesdays to Fridays):
8:00 Morning Prayer; 18:00 Evening Prayer; 18:30 Holy Eucharist

Mondays:

18:00 Prayer and Meditation

Additionally on Wednesdays:

12:00 Holy Communion (Prayer Book)

Saturdays:
8:00 Morning Prayer; 8:30 Holy Eucharist; 18:00 Evening Prayer

St John the Baptist Church, Holland Road,
Kensington, London W14 8AH  www.stjohnthebaptisthollandroad.com
Church Wardens : Jenny Davenport 020 7912 7656
Julian Metherell 020 7610 4254
Organist : Paul Joslin Services:

Sundays:
18:30 Sung
Mass

Next week readings:
1st: Ne 8. 13, 56, 810
2nd: 1 Cor 12. 1:81a
Gospel: John 4. 121

This week readings:
1st:Is 62, 15

2nd: 1 Cor 12,111
Gospel: John 2,-11



